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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [10.02 pm]:  I move - 

That the house do now adjourn. 

Hon Simon O’Brien interjected. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Order!  Hon Simon O’Brien, are you seeking the call?   

Hon Simon O’Brien:  It is just that the government is running amok, Mr Deputy President.  We have got to get 
out of here before they do more damage. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT:  Okay.  I invite members to pay attention to Hon Donna Faragher. 

Fairholme Estate, Guildford - Adjournment Debate 
HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [10.03 pm]:  I rise tonight to make a few brief comments on 
the celebration day that I had the opportunity to attend at Fairholme Estate in Guildford last Saturday.  The day 
was organised in partnership with the Disability Services Commission and the Fairholme Disability Support 
Group, a group of which I am privileged to be a patron, along with the member for Belmont, Hon Eric Ripper.   

Fairholme Estate is home to intellectually and physically disabled people.  The celebration day not only 
recognised the completion of a significant redevelopment project, but also saw the launch of a wonderful book 
on Fairholme compiled by Annette Avery on behalf of the support group, of which I have a copy here.  The 
book, as Annette writes in the preface, is - 

. . . a collage of local history, stories, anecdotes, memories and photographs.  Together, they trace the 
history of Fairholme, a graceful historical mansion set on the banks of the Swan River, at Guildford, 
Western Australia. 

. . .  

‘Fairholme’ tells the story of the people who resided in this ‘grande house’ and is a tribute to the staff, 
parents, state and local government instrumentalities and many other people associated with the 
Fairholme facility. 

These dedicated people who have cared, and continue to care, share an abiding aim - to enrich and 
support the lives of people with intellectual and physical disabilities in our community. 

Fairholme has a long history dating back to 1910.  In 1952, it became a residential home for people with 
disabilities and has remained so to this day.  Over time, additions have been made to the site.  In the early 1980s, 
new facilities were built for residents and more recently, an extensive redevelopment program has taken place, 
replacing the outdated accommodation.  This latter project commenced in 2002, with the strong support of the 
then Minister for Disability Services, Hon Paul Omodei.  We finally saw the completion of the program this 
year.  This significant project has resulted in the development of three community houses catering for small 
numbers of residents.  These houses are truly wonderful.  They are purpose-built and provide a very comfortable, 
safe and, most importantly, home-like environment for the residents and Fairholme’s dedicated staff.  

I am told that one of the greatest outcomes of this redevelopment has been the personal growth seen in all the 
residents, ranging from increased social and interactive skills to greater self-esteem.  Therefore, Saturday was a 
day to celebrate, and I particularly commend the Fairholme Disability Support Group.  The group was founded 
in 1981, initially as the Fairholme Parents and Friends Association, to provide support to loved ones and their 
fellow residents.  The group’s vision is to achieve a lasting and positive impact for people with disabilities, 
families and carers by contributing to the public good.  I am truly privileged to have been made a patron of this 
group, taking over from Hon Derrick Tomlinson, who remains a life member.   

My involvement with the group provides an opportunity to not only hear firsthand the issues and challenges 
faced by some of the many thousands of families across our country who are touched by disability, but also to 
help where I can and to advocate on their behalf, not only in this place, but also throughout the wider 
community.  It is, perhaps, easy for some people in our community who would not ordinarily come into close 
contact with a person who has a disability to not be so interested in the impact of the disability on a person’s life 
and on the lives of his or her loved ones.  However, in my view, it is very important for parliamentarians, in 
particular, who obviously make decisions on public policy, funding priorities and the like to learn more about the 
daily lives and struggles of the families and carers who ultimately are affected by the very decisions that we 
make.  The Fairholme Disability Support Group, through its chairman, Bevan Dellar, and its committee, helps 
me to understand. 
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I wish to conclude by once again congratulating everyone involved in Saturday’s event and to those who support 
Fairholme and care for its residents every day of the year.  The group’s aim, as stated in Fairholme, states - 

‘We have to further build the confidence of others so that when we leave this earth, there is in place 
sufficient loving, caring and willing people (with the appropriate infrastructure) to ensure that our 
loved ones are more than adequately cared for.’ 

The Fairholme Disability Support Group and those at Fairholme certainly do this.   

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 10.09 pm 
__________ 

 
 
 


